
Minutes
Cabinet
Tuesday, 12 November 2019

The Leader: Councillor Kelham Cooke, The Leader of the Council (Chairman)

Cabinet Members present

Councillor Helen Goral, Cabinet Member for Growth
Councillor Dr Peter Moseley, Cabinet Member for Commercial and Operations
Councillor Robert Reid, Cabinet Member for Communities and HR
Councillor Nick Robins, Cabinet Member for Planning
Councillor Adam Stokes, Cabinet Member for Finance
Councillor Rosemary Trollope-Bellew, Cabinet Member for Culture
Councillor Hannah Westropp, Cabinet Member for Communications and 
Engagement

Non-Cabinet Members present

Councillor Graham Jeal
Councillor Charmaine Morgan

Officers

Interim Chief Executive (Paul Thomas)
Interim Director of Finance (Richard Wyles)
Interim Head of Legal (Shahin Ismail)
Strategic Director, Commercial & Operations (Gary Smith)
Strategic Director, Transformation & Change (Lee Sirdifield)
Assistant Chief Executive, Housing Delivery (Ken Lyon)
Assistant Director, Commercial & Operations (Ian Yates)
Assistant Director, Housing (Harry Rai)
Grounds Maintenance Coordinator (Lynne Lord)
Democratic Officer (Naomi Page)

Change of Cabinet membership

The Leader of the Council announced a change in membership of Cabinet. Councillor 
Hannah Westropp would no longer be a Cabinet Member effective from the date of 
Council on 28 November 2019. The Leader wished to thank Councillor Westropp for 
the work undertaken during the six months since she had been appointed to the role 
of Cabinet Member for Communications and Engagement. 



36. Apologies

An apology for absence was received from Councillor Dobson. 

37. Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 10 September 2019 were proposed, 
seconded and agreed as a correct record. 

38. Disclosure of Interests (if any)

No interests were disclosed. 

39. Review of Gambling Statement of Principles (Policy Framework 
Proposal)

The Cabinet Member for Commercial and Operations presented his report relating to 
the Gambling Statement of Principles. The draft Statement had been considered by 
the Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee at its meeting on 17 September 
2019 and the Committee had recommended that the Statement be presented to 
Council for adoption. The amendments made to the Statement had been minor; 
correctly updating the number of licenced premises and permits in the District and 
including more robust local risk assessment requirements. 

The recommendations in the report were proposed, seconded and AGREED:

1. Cabinet recommends to Council that the amended South Kesteven District 
Council Gambling Statement of Principles is suitable to be considered for 
adoption. 

40. Local Government Charter for Trees, Woods and People: Principles (Key 
Decision)

The Cabinet Member for Commercial and Operations presented the Tree Guidelines 
report, which provided an overview of the Council’s approach to trees within South 
Kesteven. Appended to the report was the draft ‘Local Government Charter for 
Trees, Woods and People: Principles’. This document had been developed in 
collaboration with the Woodland Trust following a motion presented to Council on 27 
June 2019 which, although not carried, had sparked a helpful debate with regards to 
the Council’s approach to trees and tree management. 

The draft ‘Local Government Charter for Trees, Woods and People: Principles’ was a 
modified version of the Woodland Trust’s ‘Charter for Trees’, allowing the Council to 
balance its commitment to trees and tree management with its wider requirements as 
a local authority. It was hoped that this document could act as a blueprint to be 
adopted by other local authorities. Members noted the importance of the role of the 



Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee going forward, in order for work 
undertaken in relation to tree management to be provided with sufficient scrutiny to 
ensure the Charter’s implementation.    

A non-Cabinet member asked if planting more trees would be an action as a result of 
the Charter being endorsed, to support the Council’s carbon emissions goals. The 
Cabinet Member for Commercial and Operations explained that replanting trees was 
an intended action, but that this and other potential actions would be considered by 
the Climate Change Action Task and Finish Group as set out in its Terms of 
Reference. The Cabinet Member for Planning added that the potential was currently 
being investigated of extending the time period by which developers were required to 
replace any trees or plants provided as part of the approved soft landscaping scheme 
in instances of death or serious damage. This would improve the potential for trees 
and plants to become well established, thereby increasing their sustainability moving 
forward. 

The recommendations in the report were proposed, seconded and AGREED:

1. Endorse the draft ‘Local Government Charter for Trees, Woods and 
People: Principles’

41. Matters Referred to Cabinet by the Council or Overview & Scrutiny 
Committees

Members noted the report of the Leader of the Council outlining matters referred to 
Cabinet by the Council and Overview and Scrutiny Committees since its last meeting. 

42. Representations and questions from Non Cabinet Members

A non-Cabinet member asked a question regarding the availability of defibrillators in 
Grantham town centre. She re-iterated her previously expressed concern that there 
were no defibrillators in non-parish funded areas, aside from the two donated ones 
which were located at the business centre in Wyndham Park and outside the George 
Shopping Centre. The Councillor referred to her conversation earlier in the year with 
the previous Leader of the Council and Chief Executive, and asked how this issue 
could be moved forward. The Leader of the Council suggested that the defibrillator 
currently located within the South Kesteven District Council offices could be relocated 
externally in order to be accessible to members of the public. A conversation would 
be arranged between the Cabinet Member for Communities and HR, the Cabinet 
Member for Finance and the Interim Director of Finance in order to further consider 
future options for the provision of defibrillators.       

43. Cabinet Forward Plan

Cabinet Members noted the Forward Plan, which had been distributed prior to the 
meeting. The Forward Plan gave an indication of the items that would be presented 
to Cabinet over the following twelve-month period. The Cabinet Member for Finance 



informed Members that the draft budget proposals for 2020/21 would no longer be 
considered at the December meeting of Cabinet; this item would be postponed until 
the January meeting. 

44. Any other business which the Chairman, by reason of special 
circumstances, decides is urgent

No further business was discussed.

Cabinet agreed to exclude the press and public at this point in the meeting, to ensure 
that information in the following item exempt under paragraph 3 of Schedule 12A of 
the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) was not disclosed during discussion. 

45. Items raised by Cabinet Members including reports on Key and Non Key 
Decisions taken under Delegated Powers.

The Leader of the Council presented his report giving an overview of decisions taken 
by individual Cabinet Members since the last meeting of Cabinet. A non-Cabinet 
member asked about the future plans for the building referred to in appendix 1 of the 
report. The Assistant Director, Housing confirmed the Council’s intentions for the 
property purchased, as outlined in exempt appendix A.  

46. Close of meeting

The meeting was closed at 16:20.


